
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

 

1. Architectural Compatibility Review – 564 Halifax Street 

2. Architectural Compatibility Review – 343-345 Halifax Street 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Emporia’s City Council held a Public Hearing on Tuesday, May 17, 2011, at 7:30 p.m. in 

the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, located at 201 South Main Street, Emporia, 

Virginia.  Jim Saunders, President of Council presided over the session. 

 

The following City Council members were present: 

  

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris 

Councilman James C. Saunders 

Councilwoman Doris T. White 

Councilwoman Deborah D. Dixon 

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple 

Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey (Arrival 7:35) 

Councilwoman Beverly White 

 

Others present:  C. Butler Barrett, City Attorney 

                           Brian S. Thrower, City Manger 

                           Steven B. Hall, Assistant City Manager 

   Tessie S. Wilkins, City Clerk 

          Don Wyatt, Chief of Police 

        W. S. Harris, Jr., Treasurer 

                           Joyce E. Prince, Commissioner of the Revenue 

                           Royal Jones, Public Works Director                             

 

Absent:              Samuel W. Adams, III, Mayor 

 

1. Architectural Compatibility Review – 564 Halifax Street 

Mr. Hall stated that Donati and Vanessa High seek architectural compatibility review 

approval for property located at 564 Halifax Street.  He also stated that this property is located in 

the DT – Downtown District and is identified as Tax Map Number 143-1-0-4A, 5.  He further 

stated that the High’s proposal to erect a six-foot high white fence along the northern property 

line.  He stated that the fence is thirty-five feet from the curb and will extend one-hundred forty 

feet to the rear of the parcel. 

 

Mr. Hall stated that this is a permitted used in the Downtown District; however, section 

90-80(k)(1) requires that the Planning Commission review the proposal for architectural 

compatibility and forward its recommendation to City Council.  He also stated that it reads: 

 

(k) Architectural compatibility. 

(L) All buildings or structures shall be erected or altered to blend with the general character of 

the DT downtown district.  To facilitate this requirement, the zoning administrator shall submit 

all plans and specifications necessary to make such a reasonable determination, to the planning 

commission for review.  The planning commission may seek input from surrounding property 



owners, tenants or other organizations as it may see fit and shall make recommendations 

regarding the architectural compatibility of the proposed development or alteration of existing 

buildings to city council.  This review shall in no way require the use of specific materials. 

 

James Saunders, President of Council, asked if anyone wished to speak concerning the 

matter. 

 

With there being no comments to come before City Council, President Saunders declared 

the first public hearing closed and proceeded to the second public hearing. 

 

2. Architectural Compatibility Review – 343-345 Halifax Street 

 

Mr. Hall stated that Paul E. Jones seek architectural compatibility review for property 

located at 343-345 Halifax Street.  He also stated that this property is located in the DT – 

Downtown District and is identified as Tax Map Number 143-8-0-2, 3.  He further stated that 

Mr. Jones is proposing to demolish the small roof at the rear of the building (old boiler room) 

and the front overhang.  He stated that a new roof and awning-style cover similar to the Halifax 

Street façade program rendering in the Municipal Building will be erected. 

 

Mr. Hall stated that this is a permitted used in the Downtown District; however, section 

90-80(K)(1) requires that the Planning Commission review the proposal for architectural 

compatibility and forward its recommendation to City Council.  He also stated that it reads: 

 

(k) Architectural compatibility. 

(1) All buildings or structures shall be erected or altered to blend with the general character of 

the DT downtown district.  To facilitate this requirement, the zoning administrator shall submit 

all plans and specifications necessary to make such a reasonable determination, to the planning 

commission for review.  The planning commission may seek input from surrounding property 

owners, tenants or other organizations as it may see fit and shall make recommendations 

regarding the architectural compatibility of the proposed development or alteration of existing 

buildings to city council.  This review shall in no way require the use o f specific materials. 

 

Section 90-1 defines the term “alteration,” as any change in the total floor area, use, adaptability 

or external appearance of an existing structure. 

     
 James Saunders, President of Council, asked if anyone wished to speak concerning the 

matter. 

 

With no further matters to be presented before City Council, President Saunders declared 

the public hearing closed.  

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

James C. Saunders, President of Council 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Tessie S. Wilkins, City Clerk 



MINUTES 

EMPORIA CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF EMPORIA MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

May 17, 2011 

 

Note to Reader:  Although the printed agenda document for this City Council 

meeting is not part of these minutes, the agenda document provides 

background information on the items discussed by City Council during the 

meeting.  A copy of the agenda document for this meeting may be obtained by 

contacting the Office of the City Clerk. 

 

Emporia City Council held a regular meeting on Tuesday, March 17, 2011, at 7:30 p.m. 

in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, located at 201 South Main Street, Emporia, 

Virginia.  Jim Saunders, President of Council presided over the meeting with Bishop Vincent 

Lowery offering the invocation. 

 

ROLL CALL 
 

The following City Council members were present: 

  

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris 

Councilman James C. Saunders 

Councilwoman Doris T. White 

Councilwoman Deborah D. Dixon 

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple 

Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey 

Councilwoman Beverly White 

 

Others present:  C. Butler Barrett, City Attorney 

                           Brian S. Thrower, City Manger 

                                       Steven B. Hall, Assistant City Manager 

   Tessie S. Wilkins, City Clerk 

   Don Wyatt, Chief of Police 

         W. S. Harris, Jr., Treasurer 

     Joyce E. Prince, Commissioner of the Revenue 

 Royal Jones, Public Works Director 

 

            Absent: Samuel W. Adams, III, Mayor 

 

MINUTES APPROVAL 
 

Councilwoman Temple moved to approve the minutes from the Tuesday, May 3, 2011, 

City Council Regular meeting, Public Hearing, and Budget Work Session minutes as presented, 

seconded by Councilwoman D. White, which passed as follows:   

 

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris aye 

Councilman James C. Saunders aye 

Councilwoman Doris T. White aye 

Councilwoman Deborah D. Dixon aye 

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple aye 



  Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey       aye 

  Councilwoman Beverly White       aye 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS 

 

 A listing of the May 17, 2011 bills was presented to City Council members. 

 

General Fund $ 917,440.08 

Utility Fund $ 308,080.67 

 

Councilwoman Temple moved to approve the May 17, 2011 bills as presented, seconded 

by Councilwoman Carey, which passed as follows: 

 

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris aye 

Councilman James C. Saunders aye 

Councilwoman Doris T. White aye 

Councilwoman Deborah D. Dixon aye 

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple aye 

  Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey       aye 

  Councilwoman Beverly White       aye   

 

FINANCIAL AND TAX REPORTS 

 

 Honorable W. S. Harris, Jr., City Treasurer provided City Council members with 

highlights of the City’s financial position.  There were no questions concerning his reports. 

 

COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE REPORT 

 

 Honorable Joyce E. Prince, Commissioner of the Revenue provided her report to City 

Council members.  There were no questions regarding her report. 

 

PERMIT AND INSPECTION REPORT 

 

 Randy C. Pearce, Building/Fire Official provided his report to City Council members.  

There were no questions concerning his report. 

 

POLICE REPORT 

 

 Don Wyatt, Chief of Police provided his report to City Council members.  There were no 

questions concerning his report. 

 

CITY SHERIFF REPORT 

 

 Sam C. Brown, Sheriff provided his report to City Council members.  There were no 

questions concerning his report. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

 

 C. Butler Barrett, City Attorney had no matters to report to City Council members. 

 



AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

Councilwoman Temple moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by 

Councilwoman B. White, which passed as follows: 

 

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris aye 

Councilman James C. Saunders aye 

Councilwoman Doris T. White aye 

Councilwoman Deborah D. Dixon aye 

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple aye 

Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey aye 

Councilwoman Beverly White aye 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

11- 42. Resolution – Councilman John R. White   

 

Mr. Saunders presented the following Resolution in Memory of John R. White to the late 

Councilman John R. White family members who were present. 

 

A Resolution In Memory of  
John R. White 

 
Whereas, John R. White departed from this life on Friday, April 8, 2011; and  

Whereas, he faithfully served this community for many years touching the lives of others 

and providing unconditional love and support to family and friends; and 

Whereas, Mr. White served as a City Council Member from 1988 until he departed this 

life on April 8, 2011; and 

Whereas, Mr. White received an honorable discharge from the United States Air Force 

with the rank of Sergeant; and  

 Whereas, Mr. White was an influential civic and business leader throughout his adult life 

serving as President of the Emporia/Greensville Chapter of the Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference (SCLC) and on the Department of Social Services, Farmer’s Market, and the 

Improvement Association Board; and  

Whereas, Mr. White was a life member of the Emporia/Greensville Chapter of the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People; and 

 Whereas, Mr. White was a dedicated and active member of Royal Baptist Church 

serving as chairman of the Trustee Board; and  

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, by the City Council of the City of Emporia, Virginia, 

meeting in Regular Session this 3
rd

 day of May, 2011, that the life of John R. White, a 



community leader whose influence and dedication left an indelible mark on this community that 

will never be diminished, is hereby recognized, and City Council expresses its gratitude for his 

many contributions to the betterment of our community. 

Be It Further Resolved, that City Council conveys its deepest sympathy to the family of 

John R. White and orders that a copy of this resolution be spread upon the Minutes of City 

Council this 3
rd

 day of May, 2011. 

11-43. Cancellation of July 5, 2011 Council Meeting   

 

Mr. Hall requested that City Council members cancel the July 5, 2011 Regular Meeting, 

due to the July 4, 2011 holiday.   

 

Councilman Saunders moved that the July 5, 2011 Regular Meeting City Council be 

cancelled as requested, seconded by Councilwoman Temple, which passed as follows:  

  

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris aye 

Councilman James C. Saunders aye 

Councilwoman Doris T. White aye 

Councilwoman Deborah D. Dixon aye 

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple aye 

Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey aye 

  Councilwoman Beverly White       aye 

 

11-44. Architectural Compatibility Review – 564 Halifax Street  
 

Mr. Hall stated that Donati and Vanessa High seek architectural compatibility review 

approval for property located at 564 Halifax Street.  He also stated that this property is located in 

the DT – Downtown District and is identified as Tax Map Number 143-1-0-4A, 5.  He further 

stated that the High’s proposal to erect a six-foot high white fence along the northern property 

line.  He stated that the fence is thirty-five feet from the curb and will extend one-hundred forty 

feet to the rear of the parcel. 

 

Mr. Hall stated that this is a permitted used in the Downtown District; however, section 

90-80(k)(1) requires that the Planning Commission review the proposal for architectural 

compatibility and forward its recommendation to City Council.  He also stated that it reads: 

 

(k) Architectural compatibility. 

(L) All buildings or structures shall be erected or altered to blend with the general character of 

the DT downtown district.  To facilitate this requirement, the zoning administrator shall submit 

all plans and specifications necessary to make such a reasonable determination, to the planning 

commission for review.  The planning commission may seek input from surrounding property 

owners, tenants or other organizations as it may see fit and shall make recommendations 

regarding the architectural compatibility of the proposed development or alteration of existing 

buildings to city council.  This review shall in no way require the use of specific materials. 

 

Mr. Hall stated that at the May 10, 2011 Regular Meeting, the Planning Commission 

offered a recommendation of approval regarding this request.  Mr. Hall recommends that 

Council approve the architectural compatibility request for 564 Halifax Street. 



 

 Councilman Harris made a motion to approve the architectural compatibility request for 

564 Halifax Street, seconded by Councilwoman B. White, which passed as follows: 

 

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris aye 

Councilman James C. Saunders aye 

Councilwoman Doris T. White aye 

Councilwoman Deborah D. Dixon aye 

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple aye 

  Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey       aye  

  Councilwoman Beverly White       aye 

 

11-45. Architectural Compatibility Review – 343-345 Halifax Street  
 

Mr. Hall stated that Paul E. Jones seek architectural compatibility review for property 

located at 343-345 Halifax Street.  He also stated that this property is located in the DT – 

Downtown District and is identified as Tax Map Number 143-8-0-2, 3.  He further stated that 

Mr. Jones is proposing to demolish the small roof at the rear of the building (old boiler room) 

and the front overhang.  He stated that a new roof and awning-style cover similar to the Halifax 

Street façade program rendering in the Municipal Building will be erected. 

 

Mr. Hall stated that this is a permitted used in the Downtown District; however, section 

90-80(K)(1) requires that the Planning Commission review the proposal for architectural 

compatibility and forward its recommendation to City Council.  He also stated that it reads: 

 

(k) Architectural compatibility. 

(1) All buildings or structures shall be erected or altered to blend with the general character of 

the DT downtown district.  To facilitate this requirement, the zoning administrator shall submit 

all plans and specifications necessary to make such a reasonable determination, to the planning 

commission for review.  The planning commission may seek input from surrounding property 

owners, tenants or other organizations as it may see fit and shall make recommendations 

regarding the architectural compatibility of the proposed development or alteration of existing 

buildings to city council.  This review shall in no way require the use o f specific materials. 

 

Section 90-1 defines the term “alteration,” as any change in the total floor area, use, adaptability 

or external appearance of an existing structure. 

 

 Mr. Hall stated at the May 10, 2011 Regular Meeting, the Planning Commission 

offered a recommendation of approval regarding this request.  Mr. Hall recommended that 

Council approve the architectural compatibility request for 343-345 Halifax Street. 

 

 Councilman Saunders made a motion to approve the architectural compatibility request 

for 343-345 Halifax Street, seconded by Councilwoman Temple, which passed as follows: 

 

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris aye 

Councilman James C. Saunders aye 

Councilwoman Doris T. White aye 

Councilwoman Deborah D. Dixon aye 

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple aye 

  Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey       aye 



  Councilwoman Beverly White       aye 

 

11-46. Drug Seizure Fund – Appropriation Ordinance  

 

Mr. Hall stated that the city of Emporia Police Department seized money, by court order, 

it was determined to have been used in drug transactions.  He also stated that before spending 

these funds, they must first be appropriated into the General Fund Operating Budget for the 

current year. 

 

Mr. Hall stated that the Police Department wish to use $30,122.98, in addition to funds 

already appropriated, in seized funds for the purchase of mobile data terminals and related 

software licenses.  Mr. Hall stated that an ordinance is required to appropriate and expend these 

funds. 

 

He recommended that City Council adopt this ordinance. 

 

 Councilwoman Temple made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 11-09 to appropriate the 

Sum of $30,122.98 in Drug Seizure Fund, seconded by Councilwoman Carey, which passed as 

follows: 

 

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris aye 

Councilman James C. Saunders aye 

Councilwoman Doris T. White aye 

Councilwoman Deborah D. Dixon aye 

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple aye 

Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey             aye 

Councilwoman Beverly White aye 

 

11-47. Greensville Volunteer Rescue Squad – Budget Request 

 

Councilman Saunders stated that Paul Lozy, President of Greenville Volunteer Rescue 

Squad, is in attendance to review the requested FY12 Greensville Volunteer Rescue Squad 

budget.   

 

 Mr. Lozy stated that the Greenville Volunteer Rescue Squad is requesting funding this 

year for operational funding and an ambulance for FY12.  He also stated that the Greenville 

Volunteer Rescue Squad have put off a new ambulance going on three cycles of what they 

normally have got in the past from City Council due to finance  situation.   

 

 Mr. Lozy stated that City Council and Greensville County Board of Supervisors had 

suggested that the Greensville Rescue Squad consider implementing billing for their services. He 

also stated that the Greenville Volunteer Rescue Squad has been a free organization for 47 years 

giving free service to the community.  He further stated that hopefully within the next two 

months Greensville Rescue Squad will be implementing billing for services.  He stated that 

hopefully within two years through the billing for their services the squad would become self-

sufficient.  

 

 Mr. Lozy stated that he requested $52,000 for operation funding, and for the retirement 

plan, work compensation to be handle by the City.   He also stated that he is requesting 



$139,000.00 for the ambulance that he is requesting and would like to finance that over some 

time.  

 

 Councilman Harris extended a thank you to every one in the Rescue Squad for the job 

that they do in the community.  He stated that he does not think Council has any intention of 

saying go forth and bill and good luck you are on your own.  He also stated that we are not going 

to turn our backs on Greensville Volunteer Squad.  He further stated that when we first started 

talking about this I don’t think it was ever the expectation that this would cover all the expenses 

at least not initially.   

  

 Councilman Harris inquired if Mr. Lozy had looked at the concept of taking the existence 

body of the ambulance and put it on a new truck and is that something that will save cost.  Mr. 

Lozy stated yes but it could lead to more problems because of all the rewiring that involved in it.  

Councilman Harris inquired how much saving would it be.  Mr. Lozy stated that the cost for that 

unit is somewhere between $83,000.00 to $90,000.00 and the cost for a brand new ambulance 

unit is in the range of $139,000.00.    

 

 Mr. Lozy stated that any fees gained through insurance coverage, or through Medicare 

and Medicaid payments for emergency services would most likely not cover the whole cost of a 

Rescue Squad call.  He also stated that Medicare or Medicaid will only pay $75.00 for a call.  He 

further stated that if Greensville Volunteer Rescue Squad go a call and if it is a cardiac arrest, 

and if they use the lifesaving equipment the Autopulse the band alone which is a one time use 

band it $125.00.  He stated that now the Greensville Volunteer Rescue Squad is already in the 

hole and has not given any of the drugs, oxygen, IV, and tubes down the throat and everything 

else that Greensville Volunteer Rescue Squad is going to have to pay for.  

 

 Councilman Saunders stated that the Greensville Volunteer Rescue Squad and Fire 

Department is an invaluable resource to this community.  He also stated that citizens probably do 

not realize the amount of time that is put into holidays, weekend, and calls in the middle of the 

night.  He further said thank you again for what you do and I do not want anyone to think that 

Council are not going to support the Greensville Volunteer Rescue Squad because Council will 

they are just trying to offset some of the cost. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 Councilman Saunders asked if anyone wished to bring a matter before City Council 

members adhering to the three minute time limitation. 

   

 With there being no comments to come before City Council, Councilman Saunders 

closed the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

******CCLLOOSSEEDD  SSEESSSSIIOONN******  
 

Councilwoman Temple moved that Closed Session be entered for the purpose of 

discussing Virginia Code Sections 2.2-3711 (A) (3) Acquisition of real property for public 

purpose  seconded by Councilwoman White, which passed as follows: 

 

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris aye 

Councilman James C. Saunders aye 

Councilwoman Doris T. White aye 



Councilwoman Deborah D. Dixon aye 

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple aye  

Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey          aye 

                        Councilwoman Beverly White aye 

 

***Regular Session*** 

 

 Councilwoman D. White moved that the meeting be returned to Regular Session.  

Councilwoman White seconded the motion, which passed as follows: 

 

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris aye 

Councilman James C. Saunders   aye 

Councilwoman Doris T. White aye                   

Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey   aye             

Councilman Deborah D. Dixon aye        

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple aye                  

Councilwoman Beverly White  aye 

--------------------------------------- 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

Councilwoman Temple moved to certify the following: 

 

1. only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements 

under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act were discussed in the Closed Session 

to which this certification applies, and  

 

2. only such public business matter as were identified in the motion by which the Closed 

Session was convened were heard, discussed, or considered by City Council.   

 

Councilwoman B. White seconded the motion, which passed as follows:  

 

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris               aye  

Councilman James C. Saunders                aye  

Councilwoman Doris T. White aye   

Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey   aye 

Councilwoman Deborah D. Dixon      aye  

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple  aye  

Councilwoman Beverly White  aye 

--------------------------------   

   

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 With no further business to come before City Council, President Saunders adjourned the 

meeting. 

 ______________________________ 

James C. Saunders, President of 

Council 

______________________________ 

Tessie S. Wilkins, City Clerk 



 


