


PUBLIC HEARING 
  

1.  Conditional Use Permit Request – 334 S. Main Street 
 

 
The City of Emporia Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on Tuesday, June 14, 

2016 at 6:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers of the Emporia Municipal Building located at 201 
South Main Street, Emporia, Virginia.   Chairman Short presided over the meeting. 
 
 The following Commission members were present: 
   

Mr. Richard Short   Mr. Chris Thompson  
Mr. Williams S. Newsome   Mr. James E. Ewing, III  
Mr. Woodrow L. Bryant, Jr.  Mr. William C. Slate, III 
Mr. Edward V. Lankford, IV  
    

1.  Conditional Use Permit Request – 334 S. Main Street 
 

Mr. Short opened the first Public Hearing to receive comments on the conditional use 
permit for 334 S. Main Street. 
   

Mr. Thrower advised that Andrew Oseghale had submitted a conditional use permit 
application to operate a nightclub at 334 S. Main Street (Anderson’s Pharmacy Building).   He 
also advised that the parcel is identified as City Tax Map Number 182-10-0-F and is zoned DT 
Downtown District.  He further advised that the requested use is allowed in the DT Downtown 
District with conditional use permit.   
 

Mr. Thrower reported that as stated in Sec. 90-80 (a) of the City’s zoning code, “The DT 
downtown district is hereby recognized as an integral part of the city's unique character and the 
goal of this section is to promote the conservation and preservation of the city's downtown areas, 
and to encourage retail, general commercial business establishments and other appropriate mixed 
uses to which the public requires direct and frequent access and is characterized by constant 
heavy traffic and by noises of congestion. He also reported that this DT downtown district 
includes such uses as retail stores, banks, offices, restaurants and taverns located in the central 
area of the city.” 
 

Mr. Thrower stated that according to the application, Mr. Oseghale is proposing to be 
open until the early morning hours on weekends and plans to provide a “live DJ, stand-up 
comedy, karaoke, and talent.”  He also stated that per the City’s zoning code, a “nightclub” is 
defined as “an establishment for evening entertainment, generally open until the early morning 
hours that serves liquor and usually food and offers patrons music, comedy acts, a floor show, or 
dancing.”   
 

Mr. Thrower stated that in reviewing the purpose and intent of the DT Downtown District, 
the he and the Police Chief recommended that Andrew Oseghale be granted a conditional use 
permit to operate a nightclub at 334 S. Main Street for twelve months with an expiration date of 
June 21, 2017.  He also stated that Mr. Oseghale will need to re-apply for a conditional use 
permit next year, if he so desires.  He further stated that this will allow the City time to determine 
whether any adverse impacts have resulted from the operations.  He advised that he and the 



Police Chief also recommend the following conditions be attached to the issuance of the 
conditional use permit: 
 

1) Establishment shall close no later than 2:00 a.m. daily; 
 

2) Establishment shall comply with the City’s noise ordinance; 
 

3) Establishment shall prepare and maintain a security plan to address security and safety 
concerns, for both public and private functions, acceptable to the Police Chief.  At a 
minimum, the plan shall include the following: 
 

a. Requirement of adequate exterior lighting at all entrances to and exits from the 
building; 
 

b. Requirement of adequate exterior lighting in all parking lot areas under the 
establishment’s control; 

 
c. Requirement of adequate number of acceptable security personnel who will 

monitor and control the behavior of customers inside and outside of the building, 
including the parking lot area; 

 
d. Requirement of confirming the security personnel shall regularly monitor the 

outside of the building and parking lot area to ensure the areas are free of people 
loitering or causing disturbance and are cleared of patrons and their vehicles one-
half hour after closing;  

 
e. Requirement to identify the establishment’s designated contact person for all 

safety and security management and shall provide the telephone numbers where 
the contact person may be reached 24 hours a day, 7 days a week;  

 
f. Requirement that a manager will be on duty during business hours and will be 

responsible for monitoring and controlling the behavior of patrons; 
 

g. Requirement to install video cameras to record the activities of patrons on the 
premises.  There shall also be at least one camera placed to focus on each of the 
following areas: 

 
i. In all areas where alcoholic beverages will be served; 

 
ii. At all entrances to and exits from the building; 

 
iii. Dance floor/open space areas; 

 
iv. Parking lot areas; 

 
The camera storage capacity shall be for at least one week (seven calendar days).  
The system must continuously record, store, be capable of playing back images, 
and be fully functional at all times.  Any recordings of criminal activity shall be 



provided to the Emporia Police Department or any other law enforcement agency 
within 24 hours of the initial request.   
 

He advised that should any of the aforementioned conditions not be met or continue to be 
met, City Council, at its own direction or by recommendation of staff, may revoke the permit at 
any time.  He also advised that furthermore, City Council may also revoke the permit if it is 
determined that police calls for service become frequent and/or a public safety hazard.     
 

He stated that the Planning Commission would need to make a recommendation to City 
Council regarding this request.  He also stated that City Council will consider this request and 
the Planning Commission’s recommendation at its June 21, 2016 meeting.     

 
Mr. Thrower advised that the applicant could not be in attendance.  He also advised that 

the Chief of Police was in attendance to answer any questions.   
 

With there being no comments to come before the Planning Commission, Mr. Short 
declared the public hearing closed. 

 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Richard Short, Chairman                Date 

 
 
     __________________________________________ 
     Darlene Cain, Secretary       Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

CITY OF EMPORIA MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
JUNE 14, 2016 

 
 

Note to Reader:  Although the printed agenda document for this Planning Commission 
meeting is not part of these minutes, the agenda document provides background 
information on most all of the items discussed by the Commission at this meeting. The 
Secretary of the Planning Commission maintains the agenda document. One may see a 
copy of the agenda for this meeting by contacting the Secretary.  

 
 
The Planning Commission held a Regular Meeting on Tuesday, June 14, 2016 at 6:30 

P.M. in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building located at 201 South Main Street, 
Emporia, Virginia.  Chairman Short presided over the meeting.  
 
ROLL CALL 
 

Upon roll call, the following Commission members indicated their presence: 
 
Mr. Richard Short   Mr. Chris Thompson  
Mr. Williams S. Newsome   Mr. James E. Ewing, III  
Mr. Woodrow L. Bryant, Jr.  Mr. William C. Slate, III 
Mr. Edward V. Lankford, IV 
 

Absent:   Mr. Thomas L. Vaughan  
Mr. Clifton Threat 

      
Others present:    Brian S. Thrower, City Manager   

Darlene Cain, Secretary 
Rick Pinksaw, Chief of Police  

 
APROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Mr. Ewing made a motion to approve the June 14, 2016 Public Hearing and Regular 

Meeting Minutes, seconded by Mr. Slate which passed as follows: 
 

Mr. Short  Mr. Thompson   
Mr. Newsome  Mr. Ewing 
Mr. Bryant  Mr. Slate 
Mr. Lankford  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEW BUSINESS 
 
16-02. Conditional Use Permit Request – 334 S. Main Street 

 
Mr. Short stated that this item was in reference to the previously held public hearing 

and was open for discussion and consideration. 
 
Mr. Ewing asked if there would be any renovations.  Mr. Thrower advised that he had 

not seen any plans to renovate, to date, but the applicant would have to meet requirements of 
the Building Code.  

 
Mr. Slate asked if this request was considered a change of use.  Mr. Thrower advised 

that this request is considered a change of use.  He also advised that the applicant would have 
to be submit plans that are stamped by an architect, for approval, prior to any renovations. 

 
Mr. Slate asked if the plan that had been presented would be implemented before it is 

considered by Council.  Mr. Thrower advised that he and the Chief of Police had weighed out 
the minimum standards of a plan.  He also advised that should the Planning Commission 
recommend and City Council approve, the plan would have to be put in place after the 
approval.  

 
Mr. Newsome asked if there were any restriction on the use of the alleyway in the back 

of the building.  He also stated that should there be a call for law enforcement, fire, or rescue 
these services would not have access to the door in the back of the building if the alley is used 
for parking or gathering.  

 
Mr. Ewing asked about the hours of operation.  Mr. Thrower advised that it was the 

applicants goal to operate a restaurant during the week and have extended hours on the 
weekend.   

 
Mr. Thompson if it would be difficult to shut the business down, within the first year, 

should there be any security issues.  Mr. Thrower advised that the stipulations are written so 
that City Council or staff can revoke the permit.  

 
Mr. Thompson asked if the applicant had any legal rights to fight after being shut down.  

Mr. Thrower advised that anyone has the legal right but should he sign the agreement he would 
have to adhere to what City Council approves.  

 
Mr. Slate stated that the stipulations were very well written and should the applicant 

wish to proceed there would numerous costly renovations.  
 
Mr. Slate made a motion to recommend to City Council the approval of the Conditional 

Use Permit for 334 S. Main Street and to include that the alleyway be open at all times, 
seconded by Mr. Newsome which passed as follows:      

 
Mr. Short  aye  Mr. Thompson  aye  
Mr. Newsome  aye  Mr. Ewing  aye 
Mr. Bryant  no  Mr. Slate  aye 
Mr. Lankford  no   



PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There was no public comment.  

 
ADJOURNMENT  

 
 With no further business to come before the Planning Commission, Chairperson Short 
adjourned the meeting.  

 
 
___________________________________ 
Richard Short, Chairman    Date                                                                                                                          

 
 
     _________________________________________ 
           Darlene Cain,  Secretary   Date  
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