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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. Electronic Summons System Assessment - Request to Adopt Ordinance

Emporia's City Council held a Public Hearing on Tuesday, August 18, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, located at 201 South Main Street, Emporia, 
Virginia. Mayor Mary L. Person presided over the session. 

The following City Council members were present: 

Councilman F. Woodrow Harris 
Councilman James E. Ewing, III 
Councilwoman Carolyn S. Carey 
Councilwoman Doris T. White 
Councilwoman Carol Mercer 
Councilwoman Deborah D. Lynch 

Others present: 

Absent: 

C. Butler Barrett, City Attorney
Mary L. Person, Mayor
Brian S. Thrower, City Manager
Dr. Edwin C. Daley, Assistant City Manager
Tessie S. Wilkins, City Clerk
W. S. Harris, Jr., Treasurer
Joyce E. Prince, Commissioner of the Revenue
Ricky Pinksaw, Chief of Police
Sam Brown, City Sheriff
Mike Allen, Code Official

Councilwoman L. Dale Temple 

1. Electronic Summons System Assessment- Request to Adopt Ordinance

Mr. Thrower reported that the Virginia State Code Section 17.1-279.1 permits a locality's 
governing body to adopt an ordinance that will assess up to an additional $5.00 as part of the 
costs in each criminal or traffic case in the locality's district or circuit courts. He also reported 
that the funds would be held for disbursement to fund software, hardware, and associated 
equipment costs for the implementation and maintenance of an electronic summons system. 

Mr. Thrower stated that the Emporia Police Department promotes traffic safety and 
enforces violations of criminal law daily. He also stated that when motorists are stopped by 
police, it adds an element of danger, as both the motorists and officers are exposed to passing 
traffic. He further stated that an electronic summons system would lessen the chance of 
accidents during traffic stops and would also provide the motorist with a faster and more 
efficient transaction. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ITEM#: 

Memorandum 

The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Brian S. Thrower, City Manager e 5-'('"

Renaming of IDA to EDA - Request to Adopt Ordinance 

15-73

August 28, 2015 

As discussed at previous City Council Retreats, I am requesting you change the name of the 
Industrial Development Authority (IDA) to the Economic Development Authority (EDA), as 
authorized by State Code Section 15.2-4903. The purpose of changing the name is to reflect the 
holistic makeup of Emporia's economy with a focus on all business sectors. This proposed 
change was discussed with the IDA at its meeting on Tuesday, January 27, 2015. The IDA did 
not express any concerns with changing the name to the EDA at that time. 

I have also made some amendments clarifying appointment requirements and terms consistent 
with state code. The proposed changes do not grant any additional powers to or take any powers 
away from the Authority. 

Recommendation 

I recommend you adopt the attached amended ordinance. 

Attachments 

Amended Ordinance 
State Code Section 15.2-4900. Short Title (Industrial Development and Revenue Bond Act). 
State Code Section 15.2-4902. Definitions.
State Code Section 15.2-4903. Creation of industrial development authorities. 
State Code Section 15.2-4904. Directors; qualifications; terms; vacancies; compensation and 
expenses; quorum; records; certification and distribution of report concerning bond issuance. 
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Memorandum 

The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Brian S. Thrower, City Manager t,s'7 

August 28, 2015 

Planning Commission Membership - Request to Adopt Ordinance 

15-74

Attached are proposed amendments to City Code Section 54-31 pertaining to the composition of 
the Planning Commission. In particular, I have amended the ordinance to reflect the current 
number of members (nine) on the Planning Commission, as opposed to ten. I have also amended 
the ordinance to state that one member of the administrative branch of City government (staff) 
may be appointed to the Planning Commission, as opposed to shall be appointed. This 
amendment also reflects the current composition of the Planning Commission and is consistent 
with state code. 

Recommendation 

I recommend you adopt the attached amended ordinance. 

Attachments 

Revised Ordinance 
State Code Section 15.2-2210. Creation of local planning commissions; participation in planning 
district commissions or joint local commissions. 
State Code Section 15.2-2212. Qualifications, appointment, removal, terms and compensation of 
members of local planning commissions. 
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